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Washington -- U.S. Congressman John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC)                was awarded a $200,000 EPA Brownfield Economic Redevelop grant.&nbsp;                The MRPC will use the funding to implement the proposed Brownfield                pilot program which will identify low-contamination sites and provide                an environmental assessment and remediation plan.              

"This is great news for the communities in the Montachusett region,"                Olver said. "Revitalizing properties like our historic mill buildings                is a necessary first step towards restoring the region to its economic                vitality,"              

"By identifying&nbsp; and remediating brownfields sites we are                providing new economic opportunities for business, and at the same                time fulfilling our responsibility to provide a safe environment                for our local communities."              

Congressman Olver has been highly supportive of the Brownfield                program and its efforts to restore buildings and other properties                that are essential for economic growth of&nbsp; local and regional                businesses.              

Olver had worked closely with officials at the EPA to secure this                grant for the Montachusset Region.              

The EPA funding will be used to develop an inventory of potential                sites and redevelopment plans, stakeholder identification and involvement,                site selection, assessment, characterization and prioritization,                and hiring of a redevelopment specialist.             
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